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Our Core Values 
 

Every student, teacher 
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WE ENSURE EQUITY 
We set high expectations and share compassion and empathy for every member of the IDEA Team & 
Family. We differentiate our support and resources, proactively address racism and discrimination, and 
advocate alongside our students and staff to empower them with the opportunities to succeed and 
ensure the respect they deserve. 

 
 

WE BUILD TEAM & FAMILY 
We foster a sense of belonging and inclusivity by treating every member of the IDEA Team & Family— 
our students, staff, families, and community—with compassion, respect, and humility. We maximize our 
individual best efforts through collaboration and support of each other in the focused pursuit of our 
collective mission. 

 
 

WE BRING JOY 
We create a positive, uplifting, and joyful environment for every member of the IDEA Team & Family, 
every single day. We operate with a sense of optimism, and our traditions celebrate learning, growth, 
and the accomplishments of our students, staff, and community. 
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Dear IDEA Students & Families, 

Welcome to the 2023-2024 school year! 

We look forward to working with you to help your child be a successful college-bound student. At 
IDEA Public Schools, we 



mailto:jenessa.smith@ideapublicschools.org
mailto:tricia.lopez@ideapublicschools.org
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All other concerns regarding discrimination: Ricardo Guerra, Director of Human Resources Special Projects 
Human Resources, 2115 W. Pike Blvd., Weslaco, Texas 78596, (956) 377-8000, 
ricardo.guerra@ideapublicschools.org . 

 

Homeless Liaison and Title I Participants 
Homeless children and youth are ensured specific educational rights and protections under the 
McKinneyVento Homeless Education Assistance Act of 2001. “Children and youth who are homeless,” as 
defined by this federal law, means and includes children who: 

 
• Are abandoned in hospitals or are awaiting foster care placement. 
• Are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus, or train 

stations. The principal or their designee may refuse a visitor or terminate a visit in circumstances 
where the visit's duration or visit frequency interferes with the delivery of instruction or in any other 
way disrupts the educational environment. 

• Are living in emergency or transitional shelters. 
• Are living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to the lack of alternative 

accommodations. 
• Are sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar 

reason. 
• Have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed as a regular 

sleeping accommodation for human beings. 
• Lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence. 

 
Children who are homeless will be provided flexibility regarding certain policies and procedures, including 
proof of residency requirements; immunization requirements; educational program placement; award of 
credit; graduation requirements; continuing enrollment in the “school of origin” or enrollment in a new school 
in the attendance area where the student is currently residing; and other related matters. 

 

mailto:ricardo.guerra@ideapublicschools.org
mailto:karla.tobias@ideapublicschools.org
mailto:felida.villarreal@ideapublicschools.org


STUDENT AND FAMILY HANDBOOK AND STUDENT CODE OF 

mailto:belinda.garcia@ideapublicschools.org


1 4   

https://fw.esc18.net/display/Webforms/ESC18-FW-LandingPage.aspx
http://prntexas.org/
https://www.spedtex.org/
http://www.texasprojectfirst.org/
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Mandatory Attendance 
A student must be present during the school's official attendance, taking time within the first three days of 
school. If the student is not marked present within the first three days of school, the student will be considered 
a “no show” and will be withdrawn from IDEA. 

 
Exceptions to Lottery Process 
Pursuant to federal guidelines, the children of IDEA staff, current IDEA students, and siblings of current IDEA 
students will receive a priority application in the student lottery process. If IDEA receives more applications 
than it has available seats within these groups, it will conduct a random lottery and applicants will be placed 
on a waiting list in the random order in which they were drawn. Offers will be issued based on space 
availability. 

 
Student Information to Verify Enrollment Eligibility 
IDEA ensures that appropriate measures are taken to verify, on enrollment, that a student is entitled to enroll. 
Any student admitted to IDEA must have records such as report card(s) and/or transcript(s) from the previous 
school attended to verify his or her academic standing. If a student is enrolling from a homeschool program, 
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Academic Rank 
Weighted GPA is used to determine class rank. Top 10% classification is communicated to students at the 
beginning of the Fall semester of senior year in preparation for college and scholarship applications. For 
seniors, the final class rankings are determined at the end of students’ 8th semester. 

 
Graduation Plan 
At IDEA, all high school students will have a graduation plan created that aligns to both state and district 
requirements. IDEA shall ensure that each student enrolls in the courses necessary to complete the 
curriculum requirements identified by the State Board of Education (SBOE) for the foundation high school 
program. As required by the IDEA charter, a student may graduate and receive a diploma 



STUDENT AND FAMILY HANDBOOK AND STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT 
2023-24 

23 

 

 

 
Graduating under the foundation graduation program will also provide opportunities to earn “performance 
acknowledgements” that will be acknowledged on a student’s diploma and/or transcript. Performance 
acknowledgements are available for outstanding performance in bilingualism and biliteracy; in a dual credit 
course; on an AP or IB exam; on the PSAT, ACT-Plan, SAT, or ACT exam; or for earning a nationally or 
internationally recognized license or certificate. The criteria for earning these performance 
acknowledgements are prescribed by state rules, and the College Counselor can provide more information 



https://tea.texas.gov/academics/graduation-information/highest-ranking-graduate
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/graduation-information/highest-ranking-graduate
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violators are subject to possible prosecution, as allowed by law, as well as the disciplinary terms of the 
Student Code of Conduct. 

 
Drug-Free School Notice 
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medicated shampoo or cream rinse. When an elementary student has head lice, IDEA will also provide written 
notice to the student’s legal guardian and the legal guardians of each child assigned to the same classroom 
as required by state law. 

 

Administration of Medication 
Medication should be administered at home whenever possible. If necessary, medication can be 
administered at school under the following circumstances: 

 
• All Action/Care Plans must be submitted with a Medication Consent form. 
• Medication consent forms must be completed and signed by a physician and parent. No verbal or 

telephone consent will be taken. 
• New permission forms must be re-submitted each school year and are necessary for any medication 

order changes. 
• Over-the-counter medication (OTC) forms must be filled out and signed by parent/guardian annually. 

No OTC medication(s) will be administered without written consent. 
• Prescription medication must be in the original container with the pharmacy (U.S.A. only) label. The 

container must have a proper label with the patient’s name, the medicine’s name, and the dosage. 
• Medication will be kept in a secure place in the health clinic during school hours. No medication shall 

be held in classrooms or 
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Telemedicine Services 
IDEA has partnered with a telemedicine provider to bring additional healthcare services to IDEA campuses. 
All students are eligible to participate in the services. The cost of services varies on health insurance status, 
and all billing is managed through the third-party provider. The school is not responsible for any cost families 
may incur by participating. For campuses 

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/texas-dyslexia-handbook-2021.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/texas-dyslexia-handbook-2021.pdf
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https://www.dhs.gov/stopthebleed
https://www.dhs.gov/stopthebleed
mailto:william.cline@ideapublicschools.org


mailto:william.cline@ideapublicschools.org
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S T U D E N T A N D F A M I L Y H A N D B O O K A N D S T U D E N T C O D E O F C O N D U C T 4 1 

http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Prevention_and_Early_Intervention/Programs_Available_In_Your_County/default.asp
http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Prevention_and_Early_Intervention/Programs_Available_In_Your_County/default.asp
https://www.txabusehotline.org/Login/Default.aspx
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also be subject to prosecution for child abuse. And, if you are frightened for your own safety or that of your 
child, you should call 911 or 1-800-252-5400. 

 
Also remember that parents are legally responsible for the care of their children and must provide their 
children with safe and adequate food, clothing, shelter, protection, medical care and supervision, or arrange 
for someone else to provide these things. Failure to do so may be considered neglect. 

 
These websites are also helpful: 

 
• Child Sexual Abuse: A Parental Guide from the Texas Association Against Sexual Assault 
• Child Welfare Information Gateway Factsheet 
• Human 

https://www.nsvrc.org/publications/booklets/child-sexual-abuse-parental-guide
https://www.nsvrc.org/publications/booklets/child-sexual-abuse-parental-guide
https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/whatiscan.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-services/human-trafficking-of-school-aged-children
https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/child-abuse.html
https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/human-trafficking-americas-schools/child-labor-trafficking
https://gov.texas.gov/organization/cjd/childsextrafficking
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“Supportive measures” means non-disciplinary, non-punitive individualized services offered appropriate and 
without fee or charge

- charge- ne
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Upon a dismissal, IDEA must promptly send simultaneous written notice to the parties of the dismissal and 
the reason(s) for the dismissal. Dismissal of a formal complaint does not preclude IDEA from taking 
appropriate action under the Student Code of Conduct or any other school policy that may apply to the 
alleged conduct. 

 
Investigating Formal Complaints 
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attendance required for class credit, so long as the fee would not create a financial hardship or 
discourage the student from attending the program; 

15. A reasonable fee for transportation of a student who lives within two miles of the campus of 
enrollment; 

16. A fee for lost, damaged, or overdue library 
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https://txssc.txstate.edu/tools/courses/before-you-text/
https://ideapublicschools.org/learningtech/
https://txssc.txstate.edu/tools/parent-safety/3-bhss/3-4-internet-safety
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Uniform Requirements 
As authorized by state law and the IDEA charter, students are required to wear uniforms to school. IDEA’s 
uniform policy and grooming standards are designed to teach grooming and hygiene, prevent disruption, 
minimize safety hazards, and provide a dress standard that offers flexibility for the legal guardian and student. 
Students must come to school cleanly and neatly groomed and wearing clothing that will not be a health or 
safety hazard to the student or others and that will not distract from the educational atmosphere of IDEA. 

 
Legal guardians must provide their student(s) with the required uniform, except in the case of educationally 
disadvantaged students as provided in the Texas Education Code. IDEA may provide a uniform for 
economically disadvantaged students. A request for school assistance for purchasing uniforms must be 
made in writing to the principal or designee and include evidence of inability to pay. Further details are 
available in the principal’s office. 

 
A legal guardian may choose for his or her student(s) to be exempted from the requirement of wearing a 
uniform if the legal guardian provides a written statement that, as determined by the Board of Directors, 
states a bona fide religious or philosophical objection to the requirement. 

 
Students who do not follow IDEA’s guidelines for personal attire and appearance may be subject to discipline 
under the Student Code of Conduct and may be sent home from school. 

 
Newly enrolled students may be provided with a grace period of up to two weeks to obtain appropriate IDEA 
uniforms. Students must comply with IDEA’s remaining dress and grooming standards upon enrollment. 

 
For the 2023-2024 school year, uniform requirements may vary by region. Your campus of enrollment will 
communicate any changes in the requirements. 

 
IDEA Student Dress Code 
Uniforms help our students to focus on academics, prevent disruption, avoid safety hazards, and provide a 

https://ideapublicschools.org/parents/uniform-guides/
https://ideapublicschools.org/parents/uniform-guides/
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If a special needs student is receiving bus transportation as a result of an Individual Education Plan (“IEP”), 
the Admission Review and Dismissal (“ARD”) Committee will have the discretion in determining appropriate 
disciplinary consequences related to inappropriate behavior in a school vehicle. 

 
STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT 

Purpose of the Student Code of Conduct 
To function properly, education must provide an equal learning opportunity for all students by recognizing, 
valuing, and addressing the individual needs of every student. In addition to the regular curriculum, principles 
and practices of good citizenship must also be taught and modeled by school staff. To foster an orderly and 
distraction-free environment, IDEA has established this Student Code of Conduct in accordance with state 
law and the IDEA open-enrollment charter. The Code has been adopted by the Board of Directors and 
provides information to legal guardians and students regarding expectations for behavior, consequences of 
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Reporting Crimes 
In addition to disciplinary consequences, misdemeanor and felony offenses committed on campus or while 
attending school-sponsored or school-related activities will be reported to appropriate law enforcement 
authorities.
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• Seating changes within the classroom. 
• Sending the student to the office or other assigned area. 
• Techniques or 
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23. Possession of telecommunications or other electronic devices, including displaying, turning on, or 

using a telecommunications device (including a cellular telephone or other electronic device) while 
on school property during the school day. 

24. Recording the voice or image of another without the prior consent of the individual(s) being recorded 
or in any way that disrupts the educational environment or invades the privacy of others. 

25.t h e
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fists or weapons are used. Students who involve themselves in fighting or arranging a fight will, at a 
minimum, be suspended for the remainder of the day. 

11. Forgery a
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11. Committing or assisting in a robbery or theft, even if it does not constitute a felony according to the 

Texas Penal Code. 
12. Committing the following offenses on school property or within 1,000 feet of school property as 

measured from any point on the school’s real property boundary line, or while attending a 
schoolsponsored or school-related activity on or off school property: 

a. Engaging in conduct punishable as a felony. 
b. Committing an assault (see glossary) under Texas Penal Code 22.01(a)(1). 
c. Selling, giving, or delivering to another person, or possessing, using, or being under the 

influence of marijuana, a controlled substance, or a dangerous drug in an amount not 
constituting a felony offense. (See glossary for “under the influence.”). 

d. Selling, giving, or delivering to another person an alcoholic beverage; committing a serious 
act or offense while under the influence of alcohol; or 
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In-School Suspension 





STUDENT AND FAMILY HANDBOOK AND STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT 
2023-24 

76 

 

 

 
Within forty-eight hours or two school days, whichever is later, the principal or designee will notify the student 
and the student’s legal guardian in writing of his or her decision as to whether the student’s conduct warrants 
expulsion or some other disciplinary consequence and, if so, the decision shall specify: 

 
1. The length of the expulsion, if any; 
2. When or if the expulsion is not permanent, the procedures for re-admittance at the end of the 

expulsion period if at all; and 
3. The right to appeal against the decision to the Board of Directors or the Board’s designee. 

 
The notice shall also state that failure to timely request an appeal constitutes a waiver of further rights in the 
matter, and that disciplinary consequences will not be deferred pending the outcome of an appeal of an 
expulsion decision. 

 
Appeal to Regional Executive Director or Regional Superintendent 
The student or their legal guardian may appeal the decision of the principal or designee by notifying the 
Regional Executive Director or Regional lal



STUDENT AND FAMILY HANDBOOK AND STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT 
2023-24 

77 

 

 

 
The Board will communicate its decision, if any, orally or in writing before or during the next regularly 
scheduled Board meeting. If no decision is made by the end of the next regularly scheduled Board meeting, 
the Superintendent’s decision with respect to the expulsion appeal shall be upheld. The Board may not 
delegate its authority to issue 

  by 
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either designed or intended for use in converting any device into a destructive device as described, 
and from which a destructive device may be readily assembled. 

 
Glossary 
The glossary provides legal definitions and locally established definitions and is intended to assist in 
understanding terms related to the Student Code of Conduct. 

Abuse is improper or excessive use. 

Abusable Volatile Chemical Offense, as defined by Texas Health and Safety Code § 485.001 and 485.031, 
means that no student shall inhale, ingest, apply, use, or possess an abusable volatile chemical with intent to 
inhale, ingest, apply or use any of these in a manner: 

 
1. Contrary to the directions for use, cautions, or warnings appearing on a label of a container of the 

chemical; and 
2. Designed to affect the central nervous system, create or induce a condition of intoxication, 

hallucination, or elation, or change, distort, or disturb the person’s eyesight, thinking process, 
balance, or coordination. 
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Firearm silencer means any device designed, made, or adapted to muffle the report of a firearm. 

 
Graffiti means making marks with paint, an indelible pen or marker, or an etching or engraving device on 
tangible property 
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If the legal guardian or student is not satisfied with the results of the informal conference, he or she may 
submit a written grievance form to the principal. Grievance 
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• Student name; 
• Date and place of birth; 
• Major field of study; 
• Degrees, honors, and awards received; 
• Dates of attendance; 
• Grade level; 
• Most recent educational institution attended; 
• Participation in officially recognized activities and sports; 
• Photographs (including video images) and 
• Weight and height of members of athletic teams. 

 
School-related purposes are those events/activities that IDEA conducts and/or sponsors to support the 
school’s educational mission. Examples include, but are not limited to: 

 
• Extracurricular programs or events (e.g., playbills or programs for events such as school plays, 

concerts, athletic events, graduation ceremonies, etc.). 
• Publications (e.g., printing student names and pictures in newsletters and yearbook, etc.), including 

sharing directory information with companies who have a contractual relationship with IDEA, such 
as companies that manufacture class rings or publish yearbooks. 

• Honor roll and other student recognition lists. 
• Sharing directory information with companies who have a contractual relationship with IDEA and who 
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Notice on Automatic College Admissions 

IDEA will provide written notification of eligibility for automatic college admission under the Uniform Admission 
Policy to students before the 14th day after the last day of the fall semester. Districts are required to notify (1) 
each eligible senior, (2) each junior with a grade point average in the top ten percent, and (3) the student’s 
parent or guardian. 

 

Disclosure of Personally Identifiable Information (PII) without Consent 
FERPA permits the disclosure of Personally Identifiable Information (PII) from students’ education records, 
without consent of the legal guardian or eligible student, if the disclosure meets certain conditions found in 
§ 99.31 of the FERPA regulations. Except for disclosures to school officials, disclosures related to some judicial 
orders or lawfully issued subpoenas, disclosures of directory information, and disclosures to the legal 
guardian or eligible student, § 99.32 of the FERPA regulations requires IDEA to record the disclosure. Legal 
guardians and eligible students have a right to inspect and review the record of disclosures. 

 
IDEA may disclose PII from the education records of a student without obtaining prior written consent of the 
legal guardians or the eligible student: 

 
• 

https://texr9
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IDEA standards set forth in this policy at all times in order to maintain the privilege of using its technology 
resources. 

 
Students and their legal guardians are advised that any information stored on and/or sent through IDEA’s 
technology resources is the property of IDEA. Accordingly, in connection with ensuring student safety, IDEA 
network administrators and/or other appropriate personnel will engage in periodic reviews and searches of 
stored files and communications stored on IDEA technology resources to maintain system integrity and 
ensure that students are complying with this policy and using technology in a responsible and appropriate 
manner. Such reviews will include students’ use of IDEA-approved educational websites or software to 
ensure that they are using it in an appropriate manner consistent with IDEA’s expectations for such use. 
Students do not have a reasonable expectation of privacy over any information stored on IDEA technology.  001 Tw 0.24 0 T(ea04.8 (r)0.A.5 3.7 ( )]T ( )]Te (t)0.p]TJ
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o Creating a social networking site or web page that masquerades as another person's 

personal site and using it to embarrass the other person. 
o Making it appear that a person is posting malicious comments about a friend to isolate the 

person from his or her friends.



S T U D E N T A N D F A M I L Y H A N D B O O K A N D S T U D E N T C O D E O F C O N D U C T 2 0 2 3

-

2 4

 



STUDENT AND FAMILY



STUDENT AND FAMILY
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FAMILY EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS 
AND PRIVACY ACT 

Directory Information Opt-Out Form 
 

“Directory Information” means information contained in an educational record of a student that would not 
generally be considered harmful or an invasion of privacy if disclosed. FERPA permits IDEA Public Schools 
to designate certain personal information as “directory information,” which may be released to anyone who 
follows the procedures for requesting it as prescribed in school policy. 

 
To prohibit IDEA Public Schools from releasing your student’s directory information, you must circle NO 
adjacent to the appropriate statement(s) below, sign the form, and return it to your student’s school. 
Completion of this form is optional. However, if you do not circle NO or return this form, directory information 
about your student may be released in accordance with School policy. 

 
If you have more than one student enrolled, you must complete a separate form for each student. 

PLEASE CIRCLE YES OR NO 

For all students: 
 

 
YES 

 
NO 

 
I 



STUDENT AND FAMILY HANDBOOK AND STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT 
2023-24 

100 

 

 

 
Date 

 
 

Homeroom:   
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IDEA Public Schools 
 

Use of Student Work in School Publications 
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IDEA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 

Electronic Communication Device Commitment Form 
 

Electronic communications at school and at school-related functions are subject to regulation by IDEA Public 
Schools. 

 
This Electronic Communication Device Commitment Form grants authority and permission to IDEA Public 
Schools to regulate electronic communication devices when these devices are brought to and/or used while 
on school property or when attending school related functions and events. Such communication devices 
include but are not limited to cellular phones, pagers, PDAs, and pocket computers. These regulations are 
made necessary in light of the unique opportunities these devices create for violations of law, school policies, 
and to perpetrate conduct disruptive of an educational environment essential to the school’s educational 
program. These concerns are exacerbated by electronic security protections and the personal size of these 
devices, which are often carried concealed in pockets and purses. 

 
Therefore, all students who would possess or use such devices on school property or at school-related 
activities are required to sign this form together with their legal guardian, or other adult person having the 
authority of a legal guardian for school purposes. 

 
Each of you, by your signature below, agrees to the following: 

 
1. The possession and use of cellular phones, pagers, PDAs and other electronic communication 

devices by a student on school property or at school-related events is prohibited unless otherwise 
approved by the principal. 

2. If a student possesses such devices on school property or while attending school-related events, 
IDEA Public Schools is authorized and 
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