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OUR CORE VALUES 
Every student, teacher and staff member at IDEA Public Schools uses the core values to guide our actions and decisions:

WE ACT WITH INTEGRITY 

We put the best interests of the IDEA Team & Family—and most importantly our students—at the forefront 
of all our decisions and actions, taking personal responsibility to model the honest and ethical behavior we 
want our students and each other to demonstrate every day. 

WE ACHIEVE ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE 

We believe ensuring college success for 100% of our students is the best way to help them succeed in life 
and in seeing obstacles they face as opportunities for learning and growth. Every member of the IDEA 
Team & Family works together to ensure each student on every campus and in every classroom receives 
a high-quality education.   

WE DELIVER RESULTS 

We set ambitious goals, hold ourselves and each other accountable for achieving results, and believe that 
our students will succeed to and through college. Our results show what’s possible when the adults in the 
system get it right and represent the collective effort and focus of the entire IDEA Team & Family.   

WE ENSURE EQUITY 

We set high expectations and share compassion and empathy for every member of the IDEA Team & 
Family. We differentiate our support and resources, proactively address racism and discrimination, and 
advocate alongside our students and staff to empower them with the opportunities to succeed and ensure 
the respect they deserve. 
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ABOUT IDEA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Mission 
IDEA transforms education by preparing graduates to succeed in college and life. 

Vision 
To serve as the nation’s leader in preparing students for success in college and beyond. 

History  
From the very beginning, IDEA has focused on raising the achievement levels and expectations of students who are 
underserved so they have an opportunity to attend and succeed in college.   

Initially serving only 75 students in fourth and fifth grade in Donna, Texas, the IDEA program, which focused on hard work 
and commitment to exlj
0.548 exlj
0.548

mailto:tricia.lopez@ideapublicschools.org
mailto:jose.rivera@ideapublicschools.org
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�x Are sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason. 
�x Have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed as a regular sleeping accommodation for 

human beings. 
�x �I�X�[�d���X���„�r�]�\�¨���l�]�`�o�e�X�l�¨���X�h�\���X�\�]�k�o�X�n�]���h�b�`�a�n�n�b�g�]���l�]�m�b�\�]�h�[�]�¥ 

 

mailto:karla.tobias@ideapublicschools.org
mailto:felida.villarreal@ideapublicschools.org


https://www.spedtex.org/resources/parents-guide-ard-process
mailto:belinda.garcia@ideapublicschools.org
https://fw.esc18.net/display/Webforms/ESC18-FW-LandingPage.aspx
https://fw.esc18.net/display/Webforms/ESC18-FW-LandingPage.aspx
http://prntexas.org/
http://prntexas.org/
https://www.spedtex.org/
https://www.spedtex.org/
http://www.texasprojectfirst.org/
http://www.texasprojectfirst.org/
https://ideapublicschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/504-Procedural-Safeguards.pdf
https://ideapublicschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/504-Procedural-Safeguards.pdf
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process. Legal guardians must complete and return the registration packet by the published deadline to secure their child’s 
�]�h�l�i�e�e�g�]�h�n�¥���F�^���X�h���]�h�l�i�e�e�g�]�h�n���i�‚�]�l���b�m���\�]�[�e�b�h�]�\���i�l���b�^���s�i�o���\�i���h�i�n���[�i�g�j�e�]�n�]���n�a�]���l�]�`�b�m�n�l�X�n�b�i�h���j�X�[�d�]�n���Z�s���n�a�]���]�m�n�X�Z�e�b�m�a�]�\���\�]�X�\�e�b�h�]�¨��your 
ch�b�e�\�À�m���m�]�X�n���q�b�e�e���Z�]���i�‚�]�l�]�\���n�i���n�a�]���h�]�r�n���j�i�n�]�h�n�b�X�e���X�j�j�e�b�[�X�h�n���i�l���m�n�o�\�]�h�n���i�h���n�a�]���q�X�b�n�b�h�`���e�b�m�n�¥���B�X�g�b�e�b�]�m���n�a�X�n���l�]�[�]�b�p�]���X�h���i�‚�]�l���n�i���X�ntend IDEA 
�g�o�m�n���X�[�[�]�j�n���i�l���\�]�[�e�b�h�]���n�a�]�b�l���i�‚�]�l���q�b�n�a�b�h���������\�X�s�m���i�^���b�m�m�o�X�h�[�]�¥���=�^�n�]�l���������\�X�s�m�¨���n�a�]���i�‚�]�l���q�b�e�e���Z�]���l�]�m�[�b�h�\�]�\���X�h�\���n�a�]���m�j�X�[�]���q�b�el be 
assigned to the next family on the waiting list. 
 
IDEA will review the transcript of every student enrolling in an IDEA high school (10th, 11th, and 12th grades) and present to the 
student a path to graduation adapted to IDEA's curriculum.  Please note that, due to IDEA’s mission to prepare all students to attend 
�X�h�\���`�l�X�\�o�X�n�]���[�i�e�e�]�`�]�¨���g�X�h�s���a�b�`�a���m�[�a�i�i�e���[�i�o�l�m�]�m���X�l�]���i�‚�]�l�]�\���i�h�e�s���X�m���=�\�p�X�h�[�]�\���M�e�X�[�]�g�]�h�n���”�¼�=�M�½�•���[�i�o�l�m�]�m�¥���Q�a�]�m�]���=�M���[�i�o�l�m�]�m���X�l�]��
more rigorous than many standard high school courses. 
 

“No Show” Withdrawals 
�=���m�n�o�\�]�h�n���g�o�m�n���Z�]���j�l�]�m�]�h�n���\�o�l�b�h�`���n�a�]���m�[�a�i�i�e�»�m���i�‰�[�b�X�e���X�n�n�]�h�\�X�h�[�]�¨���n�X�d�b�h�`���n�b�g�]���q�b�n�a�b�h���n�a�]���„�l�m�n���n�a�l�]�]���\�X�s�m���i�^���m�[�a�i�i�e�¥���F�^���n�a�]���m�n�odent is 
absent for �n�a�]���„�l�m�n���n�a�l�]�]���\�X�s�m���i�^���m�[�a�i�i�e�¨���n�a�]���m�n�o�\�]�h�n���q�b�e�e���Z�]���[�i�h�m�b�\�]�l�]�\���X���¼�h�i���m�a�i�q�½���X�h�\���q�b�e�e���Z�]���q�b�n�a�\�l�X�q�h���^�l�i�g���F�@�A�=�¥�� 
 

Exceptions to Lottery Process 
�M�o�l�m�o�X�h�n���n�i���^�]�\�]�l�X�e���`�o�b�\�]�e�b�h�]�m�¨���n�a�]���[�a�b�e�\�l�]�h���i�^���F�@�A�=���m�n�X�‚�¨���[�o�l�l�]�h�n���F�@�A�=���m�n�o�\�]�h�n�m�¨���X�h�\���m�b�Z�e�b�h�`�m���i�^���[�o�l�l�]�h�n���F�@�A�=���m�n�o�\�]�h�n�m���q�b�e�e��receive a 
priority application in the student lottery process. If IDEA receives more applications than it has available seats within these groups, 
it will conduct a random lottery and applicants will be placed on a waiting list in the random order in which they were drawn�¥���L�‚�]�l�m��
will be issued based on space availability. Enrollment will be based on available space. If no space is available at the campus, IDEA 
will work with the student and family to identify another IDEA campus or other public school with available space for enrollment. 
 

Student Information to Verify Enrollment Eligibility  
IDEA ensures that appropriate measures are taken to verify, on enrollment, that a student is entitled to enroll. Any student admitted 
to IDEA must have records such as report card(s) and/or transcript(s) from the previous school attended to verify his or her academic 
standing. If a student is enrolling from a homeschool program, IDEA may ask for information on the curriculum used as part of the 
homeschool program, student work samples, proof of work completion, or other information to assist with making grade placement 
decisions. IDEA may also request for the student to take an appropriate assessment to evaluate existing competency in reading and 
math. 
 
�S�]�l�b�„�[�X�n�b�i�h���i�^���l�]�m�b�\�]�h�[�s���X�h�\���[�o�l�l�]�h�n���b�g�g�o�h�b�u�X�n�b�i�h���l�]�[�i�l�\�m���X�l�]���X�e�m�i���l�]�k�o�b�l�]�\�¥���A�p�]�l�s���m�n�o�\�]�h�n���]�h�l�i�e�e�b�h�`���b�h���F�@�A�=���^�i�l���n�a�]���„�l�m�n���n�b�ge must 
present documentation of immunizations as required by the Texas Department of State Health Services. Any student without 
cur�l�]�h�n���b�g�g�o�h�b�u�X�n�b�i�h���l�]�[�i�l�\�m���i�h���„�e�]���X�n���n�a�]���[�X�g�j�o�m�¨���X�h�\���q�a�i���b�m���h�i�n���]�h�n�b�n�e�]�\���n�i���j�l�i�p�b�m�b�i�h�X�e���]�h�l�i�e�e�g�]�h�n���o�h�\�]�l���l�o�e�]�m���X�\�i�j�n�]�\���Z�s���n�a�]��
Department of State Health Services, will be excluded from attendance until records are received. 
 
�K�i���e�X�n�]�l���n�a�X�h���������\�X�s�m���X�^�n�]�l���]�h�l�i�e�e�b�h�`���X�m���X���„�l�m�n-year student in IDEA, the legal guardian and public school in which the student was 
previously enrolled shall furnish records that verify the identity of the student. These records may include the student’s birth 
�[�]�l�n�b�„�[�X�n�]���i�l���X���[�i�j�s���i�^���n�a�]���m�n�o�\�]�h�n�À�m���m�[�a�i�i�e���l�]�[�i�l�\�m���^�l�i�g���n�a�]���g�i�m�n���l�]�[�]�h�n�e�s���X�n�n�]�h�\�]�\���m�[�a�i�i�e�¥���?�a�b�e�\�l�]�h���q�b�e�e���h�i�n���Z�]���\�]�h�b�]�\���]�h�l�illment 
because they failed to meet this requirement. 
 
IDEA will forward a student’s records on request to the school in which a student seeks or intends to enroll without the necessity of 
the legal guardian’s consent. 
 

McKinney-Vento Act 
�P�n�o�\�]�h�n�m���q�a�i���X�l�]���]�r�j�]�l�b�]�h�[�b�h�`���a�i�g�]�e�]�m�m�h�]�m�m�¨���X�m���\�]�„�h�]�\���Z�s��42 USC §11302, are to be enrolled immediately. Enrollment will be 
based on available space. If no space is available at the campus, IDEA will work with the student and family to identify another IDEA 
campus or other public school with available space for enrollment. Districts cannot require students experiencing homelessness to 
�j�l�i�p�b�\�]���j�l�i�i�^���i�^���l�]�m�b�\�]�h�[�s�¨���b�g�g�o�h�b�u�X�n�b�i�h�m�¨���Z�b�l�n�a���[�]�l�n�b�„�[�X�n�]�m�¨���`�o�X�l�\�b�X�h�m�a�b�j���\�i�[�o�g�]�h�n�m�¨���i�l���X�h�s���i�n�a�]�l���m�i�l�n���i�^���l�]�k�o�b�l�]�\���j�X�j�]�l�q�i�l�d 
before enrolling. 
 

�(�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J���,�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q 
�=�h�s���i�^���n�a�]���^�i�e�e�i�q�b�h�`���\�i�[�o�g�]�h�n�m���X�l�]���X�[�[�]�j�n�X�Z�e�]���^�i�l���j�l�i�i�^���i�^���b�\�]�h�n�b�„�[�X�n�b�i�h���X�h�\���X�`�]�§���Z�b�l�n�a���[�]�l�n�b�„�[�X�n�]�©���\�l�b�p�]�l�À�m���e�b�[�]�h�m�]�©���j�X�m�m�j�i�lt; school 
ID card; school records, or report card; military ID; hospital birth records; adoption records; church baptismal record; or any other 
legal document that establishes identity. 
 

https://nche.ed.gov/mckinney-vento-definition/
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If a person enrolls a child under 11 years of age in school and IDEA does not receive appropriate records to establish identi�„�[�X�n�b�i�h�¨��
the school shall notify the appropriate law enforcement agency as required by state law and regulation. 
 

Undocumented Students 
IDEA will not deny admission based on a student’s immigration status. 
 

�$�G�G�U�H�V�V���9�H�U�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q 
The Texas Education Code authorizes schools to obtain evidence that a person is eligible to attend public schools. To be eligible 
for continued enrollment in IDEA, each student’s legal guardian must show proof of address at the time of enrollment. Address may 
�Z�]���p�]�l�b�„�]�\���n�a�l�i�o�`�a���\�i�[�o�g�]�h�n�X�n�b�i�h���X�h�\���i�n�a�]�l���g�]�X�h�m���X�j�j�l�i�p�]�\���Z�s���F�@�A�=�À�m���>�i�X�l�\���i�^���@�b�l�]�[�n�i�l�m�¨���b�h�[�e�o�\�b�h�`�¨���Z�o�n���h�i�n���e�b�g�b�n�]�\���n�i�§ 
 

�x Mortgage statement from the last 60 days 
�x Lease from the last 60 days 
�x �I�]�`�X�e���X�‰�\�X�p�b�n���^�l�i�g���e�X�h�\�e�i�l�\���X�‰�l�g�b�h�`���n�]�h�X�h�[�s 
�x Section 8 agreement 
�x �=���[�i�j�s���i�^���n�a�]���i�‰�[�b�X�e���l�]�m�b�\�]�h�n�À�m���g�i�m�n���l�]�[�]�h�n���Z�b�e�e���^�i�l���]�e�]�[�n�l�b�[�b�n�s�¨���`�X�m���i�l���q�X�n�]�l 
�x We do not accept cell phone, cable, and insurance bills. Termination notices are also not accepted. 

 
�B�X�e�m�b�„�[�X�n�b�i�h���i�^���l�]�m�b�\�]�h�[�]���i�h���X�h���]�h�l�i�e�e�g�]�h�n���^�i�l�g���b�m���X���[�l�b�g�b�h�X�e���i�‚�]�h�m�]�¥ 
 
All custody or court orders pertaining to the family or student must be turned in when asked, or at the time of enrollment, to the 
extent that such orders pertain to school matters. 
 

Expulsions 
�F�^���X���m�n�o�\�]�h�n���[�i�g�g�b�n�m���X�h���]�r�j�]�e�e�X�Z�e�]���i�‚�]�h�m�]���X�m���\�]�m�[�l�b�Z�]�\���b�h���n�a�]���F�@�A�=���P�n�o�\�]�h�n���?�i�\�]���i�^���?�i�h�\�o�[�n�¨���X�\�g�b�h�b�m�n�l�X�n�i�l�m may expel the student 
�i�h�e�s���X�^�n�]�l���\�o�]���j�l�i�[�]�m�m���a�X�m���Z�]�]�h���X�‚�i�l�\�]�\���n�a�]���m�n�o�\�]�h�n���X�m���l�]�k�o�b�l�]�\���Z�s���X�j�j�e�b�[�X�Z�e�]���e�X�q�¥ 
 

Transfers 
 

���”�ƒ�•�•�ˆ�‡�”�����’�’�Ž�‹�…�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•�����”�‘�…�‡�•�• 
�x Submission of Application: Student wishing to transfer to another IDEA school must submit a student application for the 

school to which they wish to transfer. 
�x Evaluation of Application: Transfer applications are evaluated based on the availability of open seats at the receiving 

school. 
�x Issuance of Transfer Offers: Transfer offers are issued from September 1st until the Friday before the last day of school for 

the current school year. For subsequent years, the application process aligns with the regular enrollment schedule. 
 

���š�‡�•�’�–�‹�‘�•�•���ƒ�•�†�����š�…�‡�’�–�‹�‘�•�• 
�x General Exemptions: Decisions on mid-year transfers are generally not influenced by the student’s academic performance, 

behavior, or attendance records. 
�x 
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A student who is 18 years of age or older, who is married, or who has been declared by a court to be an emancipated minor, may 
withdraw without a legal guardian’s signature. 

Withdrawal forms must be appropriately completed and signed before withdrawal is complete. 

Withdrawing students and legal guardians are expected to: 
�x Have a meeting with a school administrator
�x Return all textbooks and checked-out materials and equipment
�x Complete any make-up work assigned
�x Pay any unpaid balance for student fees, if any, and
�x Sign a release of student records.
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Tuition 
IDEA may not charge tuition to an eligible student. 

���”�‡�•�‹�•�†�‡�”�‰�ƒ�”�–�‡�•�����—�‹�–�‹�‘�• 
IDEA cannot charge tuition to children who are eligible for free prekindergarten classes. However, IDEA can c
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1. A foundation curriculum that includes: 
a. English Language Arts, and Reading 
b. Mathematics 
c. Science and 
d. Social studies. 

 
2. An enrichment curriculum that may include: 

6. Career and Technical Education 
7. Fine Arts 
8. Health education 
9. Languages other than English 
10. Physical education (PE) 
11. �M�]�l�m�i�h�X�e���„�h�X�h�[�b�X�e���e�b�n�]�l�X�[�s and  
12. Technology applications. 
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IDEA will work with students in grades 9th – 12th to complete 125 hours of community service and receive a college acceptance. 
 

Foundation Graduation Program 
Every student in a Texas public high school will graduate under the “foundation school program.” Within the 
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I, Engli�m�a���F�F�¨���=�e�`�]�Z�l�X���F�¨���>�b�i�e�i�`�s�¨���X�h�\���R�h�b�n�]�\���P�n�X�n�]�m���E�b�m�n�i�l�s�¥���=���m�n�o�\�]�h�n���q�a�i���a�X�m���h�i�n���X�[�a�b�]�p�]�\���m�o�‰�[�b�]�h�n���m�[�i�l�]�m���i�h���n�a�]���A�L�?���X�m�m�]�m�m�g�]�h�n�m��
to graduate will have opportunities to retake the assessments. State law and State rules also provide for certain scores on norm-
referenced national standardized assessments to substitute for the requirement to meet satisfactory performance on an applicable 
EOC assessment should a student choose this option. See the College Counselor for more information on the State testing 
requirements for graduation. 
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Additional Considerations: 
 

1. Valedictorian and salutatorian eligibility requires attendance at an IDEA Public Schools high school for all eight semesters of 
high school from 9th – 12th grade 

2. In the event of a tie for Valedictorian based on GPA, schools will make the decision based on the raw average 
3. A student who is in violation of school code of conduct, honor code, or has criminal charges may be deemed ineligible to 

represent school as the Valedictorian or Salutatorian. 
 

The Highest Ranking Graduate program provides a tuition waiver at Texas public colleges or universities for the student graduating 
at the top of their high school class for their freshman year of college. See further details about this program at this link: Highest 
Ranking Graduate | Texas Education Agency. The Highest Ranking Graduate award letter wi�e�e���Z�]���b�m�m�o�]�\���n�i���n�a�]���i�‰�[�b�X�e���S�X�e�]�\�b�[�n�i�l�b�X�h��
once it is determined. 
 
If the two highest ranked graduating seniors have the exact same weighted GPA, they will both be named co-Valedictorians, and 
two Highest Ranking Graduate award letters will be issued. 
 
�B�i�l���[�X�g�j�o�m���j�e�X�h�h�b�h�`���j�o�l�j�i�m�]�m�¨���n�a�]���o�h�i�‰�[�b�X�e���S�X�e�]�\�b�[�n�i�l�b�X�h���X�h�\���P�X�e�o�n�X�n�i�l�b�X�h���\�]�n�]�l�g�b�h�X�n�b�i�h���[�X�h���Z�]���[�i�g�g�o�h�b�[�X�n�]�\���q�b�n�a���X�j�j�l�i�j�l�b�X�n�]��
�m�n�X�‚���g�]�g�Z�]�l�m���X�h�\���m�n�o�\�]�h�n�m���X�^�n�]�l���N�o�X�l�n�]�l���������`�l�X�\�]�m���X�l�]���m�n�i�l�]�\�¥ 
 

State Mandated Standardized Testing 
�����������������–�ƒ�–�‡���‘�ˆ�����‡�š�ƒ�•�����•�•�‡�•�•�•�‡�•�–�•���‘�ˆ�����…�ƒ�†�‡�•�‹�…�����‡�ƒ�†�‹�•�‡�•�•�� 
In addition to routine tests and other measures of achievement, students in grades 3–8 will take state mandated assessments, 
including the STAAR, in the following subjects: 
 

�x Mathematics, annually in grades 3–8. 
�x Reading Language Arts (RLA), annually in grades 3–8. 
�x Science, in grades 5 and 8. 
�x Social Studies, in grade 8. 

 
Students receiving special education supports, students with Section 504 supports, and emergent bilingual students are eligible to 
receive accommodations on STAAR exams as indicated by the student’s Individual Education Program (IEP), Individualized 
Accommodation Plan (
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�x English I and II 
�x Biology and 
�x United States History 

 
Satisfactory performance on the applicable assessments will be required for graduation, except in �[�b�l�[�o�g�m�n�X�h�[�]�m���b�\�]�h�n�b�„�]�\���o�h�\�]�l��
state law. 
 
EOC tests are administered each Spring to students enrolled in the EOC course for the first-time. A student who does not meet 
satisfactory performance will have additional opportunities to retake the STAAR EOC test in the fall, spring and summer months. 
 

Texas Success Initiative Assessment 
Prior to enrollment in a Texas public college or university, most students must take a standardized test called the Texas Success 
Initiative (TSI) assessment. The purpose of the TSI assessment is to assess the reading, mathematics, and writing skills that entering 
freshmen-�e�]�p�]�e���m�n�o�\�]�h�n�m���m�a�i�o�e�\���a�X�p�]���b�^���n�a�]�s���X�l�]���n�i���j�]�l�^�i�l�g���]�‚�]�[�n�b�p�]�e�s���b�h���o�h�\�]�l�`�l�X�\�o�X�n�]���[�]�l�n�b�„�[�X�n�]���i�l���\�]�`�l�]�]���j�l�i�`�l�X�g�m���b�h���Q�]�r�X�m��
public colleges and universities. This assessment may be required before a student enrolls in a dual-�[�l�]�\�b�n���[�i�o�l�m�]���i�‚�]�l�]�\ through 
IDEA as well. Additionally, achieving designated benchmark scores on 
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Attendance Requirements for Credit 
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�x is below level in one or more core subject areas, or 
�x missed more than 10% of instructional days in an academic year. 

 
The decision to retain a student must be made by a committee comprised of the child’s core subject area teachers, the principal, 
the assistant principal, and the counselor. Legal guardians 
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For information about your rights or grievance procedures, contact Jenessa Smith, Title IX Coordinator, 2115 W. Pike Blvd., Weslaco, 
Texas 78596, (956) 377-8000, jenessa.smith@ideapublicschools.org. 
 
 
 

HEALTH & WELLNESS 
 

IDEA is committed to creating positive, safe, health-promoting learning environments throughout the school year as well as 
cultivating healthy and safe habits in students and providing access to resources that support these efforts. In addition to all state 
and federal law, IDEA adheres to board approved policies aligned with our commitment to overall student physical and mental 
wellness.   
 
For more information and to read IDEA’s full Health & Wellness policies, see here:   
 

�x Health Policy  
�x Wellness Policy    

 

Healthy & Safe Physical Environments   
Providing physically safe school environments so that IDEA scholars will thrive is paramount to IDEA’s vision and mission. IDEA and 
its property are alcohol, tobacco, drug, and gun free. Student violators of the prohibitions and restrictions relating to illegal 
substances and firearms which are detailed below are subject to possible prosecution, as allowed by law, as well as the disciplinary 
terms of the Student Code of Conduct.  
 

���Ž�…�‘�Š�‘�Ž-�	�”�‡�‡�����…�Š�‘�‘�Ž�����‘�–�‹�…�‡ 
All alcoholic beverages are always prohibited on IDEA property and at all school-sanctioned activities occurring on or off school 
property.  
  

���‘�„�ƒ�…�…�‘���ƒ�•�†����-���‹�‰�ƒ�”�‡�–�–�‡�•�����”�‘�Š�‹�„�‹�–�‡�†�� 
Students are prohibited from possessing or using any type of tobacco product, electronic cigarette (e-cigarettes), or any form of 
smokeless tobacco or electronic vapor product while in school buildings, vehicles, on or near school property, at a school-related or 
school-sanctioned events off school property.   
 

Drug-�	�”�‡�‡�����…�Š�‘�‘�Ž�����‘�–�‹�…�‡ 





STUDENT HANDBOOK 2024-25 | TEXAS EDITION            29 





STUDENT HANDBOOK 2024-25 | TEXAS EDITION            31 



STUDENT HANDBOOK 2024-25 | TEXAS EDITION            32  

 
 

medication, and 
b. Whether the student has a vagus nerve stimulator and, if so, appropriate magnet use for the stimulator 

13. Any special considerations or precautions applicable to the students, and 
14. The signature of the student’s legal guardian and the physician responsible for the student’s seizure treatment.  

 
To access TEA’s Seizure Management and Treatment Plan Form, please click here: Seizure Management and Treatment Plan Form. 
 
���‡�Ž�‡�•�‡�†�‹�…�‹�•�‡�����‡�”�˜�‹�…�‡s  
IDEA has partnered with a telemedicine provider to bring additional healthcare services to all students at IDEA campuses. The cost 
of the services varies on health insurance statageal7.7 (e  (i)-3-0.9bi al)-0.9 (l)-0.4 (l)-0.9 (i)-0.3 (ng)-1.3i (y)-0.9 (s)-1.  (am)3.8 (anag)-1.3d7 ( t)7.8 (h)0.3 (r)7.7 (o)-3.uanagh thiuaran 
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�x Aerobic Capacity: Cardiovascular (Pacer or One-Mile Run)   
�x Body Composition: Body Mass Index (Height/Weight)   
�x Muscular Strength & Endurance: Curl-Up, Trunk Lift for extensor strength, Push-ups or Pull-ups   
�x Flexibility: Shoulder Stretch or Back Saver Sit & Reach 

 
���•�•�‡�•�•�•�‡�•�–�����‹�•�‹�•�‰�•�� 
Following scripted protocols and standards, students shall undergo assessments within the first 3 months of the school year. A final 
assessment shall be conducted in the second semester between February and April.�×  
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STUDENT SAFETY 
 

Student Code of Conduct 
IDEA has adopted a Student Code of Conduct in accordance with law. 
 
The principal shall ensure that the Student Code of Conduct is distributed to each student at the beginning of the year. Transfer 
students shall receive a Student Code of Conduct upon enrollment. 
 

���–�—�†�‡�•�–�•���™�‹�–�Š���†�‹�•�ƒ�„�‹�Ž�‹�–�‹�‡�• 
Any change in placement and/or any disciplinary action regarding a student with a disability, who needs or is believed to need 
services under the Individuals with Disabilities and Education Act and/or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, shall be in 
compliance with applicable federal and state laws and regulations. 
 

Child Abuse Reporting and Programs 
IDEA provides child abuse anti-�p�b�[�n�b�g�b�u�X�n�b�i�h���j�l�i�`�l�X�g�m���X�h�\���[�i�i�j�]�l�X�n�]�m���q�b�n�a���i�‰�[�b�X�e���[�a�b�e�\���X�Z�o�m�]���b�h�p�]�m�n�b�`�X�n�i�l�m���X�m���l�]�k�o�b�l�]�\���Z�s���e�X�q�¥��
IDEA also provides training to its teachers and students in preventing and addressing incidents of abuse and other maltreatment of 
students, including knowledge of likely warning signs indicating that a student may be a victim of abuse or maltreatment. 
Assistance, interventions, and counseling options are also available. 
 
School administrators will cooperate with law enforcement investigations of child abuse, including investigations by the Texas 
�@�]�j�X�l�n�g�]�h�n���i�^���M�l�i�n�]�[�n�b�p�]���X�h�\���B�X�g�b�e�s���P�]�l�p�b�[�]�m�¥���P�[�a�i�i�e���i�‰�[�b�X�e�m���g�X�s���h�i�n���l�]�^�o�m�]���n�i���j�]�l�g�b�n���X�h���b�h�p�]�m�n�b�`�X�n�i�l���n�i���b�h�n�]�l�p�b�]�q���X���m�n�o�\�]�h�n��at 
school 
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for reporting to law enforcement or to the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS). 
 
�=���[�a�b�e�\���q�a�i���a�X�m���]�r�j�]�l�b�]�h�[�]�\���m�]�r�o�X�e���X�Z�o�m�]�¨���n�l�X�‰�[�d�b�h�`�¨���i�l���X�h�s���i�n�a�]�l���n�s�j�]���i�^���X�Z�o�m�]���i�l���h�]�`�e�]�[�n���m�a�i�o�e�\���Z�]���]�h�[�i�o�l�X�`�]�\���n�i���m�]�]�d���i�o�n���X 
�n�l�o�m�n�]�\���X�\�o�e�n�¥���>�]���X�q�X�l�]���X�m���X���e�]�`�X�e���`�o�X�l�\�b�X�h���i�l���i�n�a�]�l���n�l�o�m�n�]�\���X�\�o�e�n���n�a�X�n���\�b�m�[�e�i�m�o�l�]�m���i�^���m�]�r�o�X�e���X�Z�o�m�]���X�h�\���n�l�X�‰�[�d�b�h�`���g�X�s���Z�]���g�i�l�] 
indirect than disclosures of physical abuse and neglect, and it is important to be calm and comforting if your child, or another child, 
�[�i�h�„�\�]�m���b�h���s�i�o�¥���O�]�X�m�m�o�l�]���n�a�]���[�a�b�e�\���n�a�X�n���a�]���i�l���m�a�]���\�b�\���n�a�]���l�b�`�a�n���n�a�b�h�`���Z�s���n�]�e�e�b�h�`���s�i�o�¥ 
 
Legal guardians�¨���b�^���s�i�o�l���[�a�b�e�\���b�m���X���p�b�[�n�b�g���i�^���m�]�r�o�X�e���X�Z�o�m�]�¨���n�l�X�‰�[�d�b�h�`�¨���i�l���i�n�a�]�l���g�X�e�n�l�]�X�n�g�]�h�n�¨���n�a�]���m�[�a�i�i�e���[�i�o�h�m�]�e�i�l���ir principal will 
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measures. 
 
���‡�’�‘�”�–�‹�•�‰�����‡�š�—�ƒ�Ž�����ƒ�”�ƒ�•�•�•�‡�•�– 
Any person may report sex discrimination, including sexual harassment (whether or not the person reporting is the person alleged 
to be the victim of conduct that could constitute sex discrimination or sexual harassment), in person, by mail, by telephone, or by 
email, using the contact information listed for the Title IX Coordinator in the “Statement of Nondiscrimination” section of this 
handbook, or by any other means that results in the Title IX Coordinator receiving the person’s verbal or written report. Such a 
report may be made at any time, including during non-business hours, by using the telephone number or email address, or by mail 
�n�i���n�a�]���i�‰�[�]���X�\�\�l�]�m�m���e�b�m�n�]�\���^�i�l���n�a�]���Q�b�n�e�]���F�U���?�i�i�l�\�b�h�X�n�i�l�¥ 
 
�F�@�A�=�À�m���l�]�m�j�i�h�m�]���n�i���X���l�]�j�i�l�n���i�^���m�]�r�o�X�e���a�X�l�X�m�m�g�]�h�n���g�o�m�n���n�l�]�X�n���[�i�g�j�e�X�b�h�X�h�n�m���X�h�\���l�]�m�j�i�h�\�]�h�n�m���]�k�o�b�n�X�Z�e�s���Z�s���i�‚�]�l�b�h�`���m�o�j�j�i�l�n�b�p�]��
measures and by following a grievance process before the imposition of any disciplinary sanctions or other actions that are not 
supportive measures against a respondent. 
 
After a report of sexual harassment has been made, the Title IX Coordinator must promptly contact the complainant to discuss the 
availability of supportive measures, consider the complainant’s wishes with respect to supportive measures, inform the complainant 
�i�^���n�a�]���X�p�X�b�e�X�Z�b�e�b�n�s���i�^���m�o�j�j�i�l�n�b�p�]���g�]�X�m�o�l�]�m���q�b�n�a���i�l���q�b�n�a�i�o�n���n�a�]���„�e�b�h�`���i�^���X���^�i�l�g�X�e���[�i�g�j�e�X�b�h�n�¨���X�h�\���]�r�j�e�X�b�h���n�i���n�a�]���[�i�g�j�e�X�b�h�X�h�n���n�ae process 
�^�i�l���„�e�b�h�`���X���^�i�l�g�X�e���[�i�g�j�e�X�b�h�n�¥ 
 
���‘�–�‹�…�‡���‘�ˆ�����Ž�Ž�‡�‰�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•�• 
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subject to inspection and review in an electronic format or a hard copy, and the parties must have at least 10 calendar days 
to submit a written response, which the investigator will consider prior to completing the investigative report. 

�x IDEA must create an investigative report that fairly summarizes relevant evidence and, at least 10 calendar days prior to a 
determination regarding responsibility, send to each party and the party’s advisor, if any, the investigative report in an 
electronic format or a hard copy, for review and written response. 

�x After sending the investigative report to the parties and before reaching a determination of responsibility, the decision-
�g�X�d�]�l�”�m�•���g�o�m�n���X�‚�i�l�\���]�X�[�a���j�X�l�n�s���n�a�]���i�j�j�i�l�n�o�h�b�n�s���n�i���m�o�Z�g�b�n���q�l�b�n�n�]�h���l�]�e�]�p�X�h�n���k�o�]�m�n�b�i�h�m���n�a�X�n���X���j�X�l�n�s���q�X�h�n�m���X�m�d�]�\���i�^���X�h�s��
witness, provide each party with the answers, and allow for additional, limited follow-
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�b�h�\�b�p�b�\�o�X�e���X�l�b�m�b�h�`���^�l�i�g���n�a�]���X�e�e�]�`�X�n�b�i�h�m���i�^���m�]�r�o�X�e���a�X�l�X�m�m�g�]�h�n���c�o�m�n�b�„�]�m���l�]�g�i�p�X�e�¨���X�h�\��provides the respondent with notice and an 
opportunity to challenge the decision immediately following the removal. IDEA’s ability to do so may not be construed to modify any 
rights under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, Section 504, or the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
 
���•�ˆ�‘�”�•�ƒ�Ž�����‡�•�‘�Ž�—�–�‹�‘�• 
At any time prior to reaching a determination regarding responsibility, IDEA may facilitate an informal resolution process, such as 
mediation, that does not involve a full investigation and adjudication. However, IDEA may not require as a condition of enrollment or 
continuing enrollment, or employment or continued employment, or enjoyment of any other right, waiver of the right to an 
investigation and adjudication of formal complaints. Additionally, IDEA may not require the parties to participate in an informal 
�j�l�i�[�]�m�m���X�h�\���g�X�s���h�i�n���i�‚�]�l���X�h���b�h�^�i�l�g�X�e���l�]�m�i�e�o�n�b�i�h���j�l�i�[�]�m�m���o�h�e�]�m�m���X���^�i�l�g�X�e���[�i�g�j�e�X�b�h�n���b�m���„�e�]�\�¥ 
 
Prior to facilitating an informal resolution process, IDEA must: 
 

�x Provide to the parties a written notice disclosing the allegations and the requirements of the informal resolution process 
including the circumstances under which it precludes the parties from resuming a formal complaint arising from the same 
allegations. The notice must also inform that, at any time prior to agreeing to a resolution, any party has the right to 
withdraw from the informal resolution process and resume the grievance process with respect to the formal complaint, as 
well as of any consequence resulting from participating in the inf
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safety of the student 
� x Any activity that induces, causes, or requires the student to perform a duty or task that involves a violation of the Texas Penal Code; or 
� x �F�h�p�i�e�p�]�m���[�i�]�l�[�b�h�`�¨���X�m���\�]�„�h�]�\���Z�s���M�]�h�X�e���?�i�\�]���m�]�[�n�b�i�h�����¥�����¨���n�a�]���m�n�o�\�]�h�n���n�i���[�i�h�m�o�g�]���X���\�l�o�`���i�l���X�h���X�e�[�i�a�i�e�b�[���Z�]�p�]�l�X�`�]���i�l���e�b�k�o�i�l��

in an amount that would lead a reasonable person to believe that the student is intoxicated. 
 

IDEA will not tolerate hazing and will impose disciplinary consequences for hazing conduct as allowed by the Student Code of 
�?�i�h�\�o�[�n�¥���=�\�\�b�n�b�i�h�X�e�e�s�¨���b�n���b�m���X���[�l�b�g�b�h�X�e���i�‚�]�h�m�]���b�^���X���j�]�l�m�i�h���]�h�`�X�`�]�m���b�h���a�X�u�b�h�`�©���m�i�e�b�[�b�n�m�¨���]�h�[�i�o�l�X�`�]�m�¨���\�b�l�]�[�n�m�¨���X�b�\�m�¨���i�l���X�n�n�]�g�j�ns to a id 
�X�h�i�n�a�]�l���b�h���a�X�u�b�h�`�©���i�l���a�X�m���„�l�m�n�a�X�h�\���d�h�i�q�e�]�\�`�]���i�^���X�h���b�h�[�b�\�]�h�n���i�^���a�X�u�b�h�`���Z�]�b�h�`���j�e�X�h�h�]�\���i�l���a�X�p�b�h�`���i�[�[�o�l�l�]�\���X�h�\���^�X�b�e�m���n�i���l�]�j�i�l�n���n�i the 
Principal or Superintendent. 

 

Freedom from Bullying 
�F�@�A�=���j�l�i�a�b�Z�b�n�m���Z�o�e�e�s�b�h�`���X�m���\�]�„�h�]�\���Z�]�e�i�q�¨���X�m���q�]�e�e���X�m���l�]�n�X�e�b�X�n�b�i�h���X�`�X�b�h�m�n���X�h�s�i�h�]���q�a�i���l�]�j�i�l�n�m���i�l���bs involved in an investigation of 
bullying. 
 
�>�o�e�e�s�b�h�`���b�m���\�]�„�h�]�\���b�h���m�n�X�n�]���e�X�q���X�m���X���m�b�h�`�e�]���m�b�`�h�b�„�[�X�h�n���X�[�n���i�l���X���j�X�n�n�]�l�h���i�^���X�[�n�m���Z�s���i�h�]���i�l���g�i�l�]���m�n�o�\�]�h�n�m���\�b�l�]�[�n�]�\���X�n���X�h�i�n�a�]�l���mtudent 
that exploits an imbalance of power and involves engaging in written or verbal expression, expression through electronic means, or 
physical conduct that: 
 

� x 
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���•�˜�‡�•�–�‹�‰�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•���‘�ˆ�����‡�’�‘�”�– 
The principal or designee shall determine whether the allegations in the report, if proven, would constitute prohibited harassment 
and, if so, proceed under that policy instead. The principal or designee shall conduct an appropriate investigation based on the 
allegations in the report and shall take prompt interim action calculated to prevent bullying during the course of an investigation, if 
appropriate. 
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student refuses to permit the vehicle to be searched, IDEA may contact the student’s legal guardians and/or law enforcement 
�i�‰�[�b�X�e�m�¥���=���m�n�o�\�]�h�n���g�X�s���Z�]���a�]�e�\���l�]�m�j�i�h�m�b�Z�e�]���^�i�l���X�h�\���b�h���j�i�m�m�]�m�m�b�i�h���i�^���j�l�i�a�b�Z�b�n�]�\���b�n�]�g�m���^�i�o�h�\���b�h���a�b�m���i�l���a�]�l���p�]�a�b�[�e�]���j�X�l�d�]�\���i�h���F�@EA 
property or at a school-related event. 
 

Law Enforcement Agencies 
Qu�‡�•�–�‹�‘�•�‹�•�‰���‘�ˆ�����–�—�†�‡�•�–�• 
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student and staff safety, and develop and adopt a comprehensive school multihazard emergency operations plan to respond to 
such hazards (“MEOP”). The school will conduct emergency drills throughout the year in line with state regulations to ensure 
preparedness among students and staff.  
 
In the event of an emergency, legal guardians will be notified of emergencies through the REMIND app and/or robo-calls.  Please 
DO NOT come to the school until given the “all- am
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���˜�‡�•���—�•�†�‡�”���–�Š�‡���Ž�‹�•�‹�–�‡�†���…�‹�”�…�—�•�•�–�ƒ�•�…�‡�•���•�‡�–���‘�—�–���ƒ�„�‘�˜�‡�á���–�Š�‡���Ž�‡�‰�ƒ�Ž���‰�—�ƒ�”�†�‹�ƒ�•���™�‹�Ž�Ž���•�‘�–���„�‡���’�‡�”�•�‹�–�–�‡�†���–�‘��
�‡�•�–�‡�”���‘�”���„�‡ �’�”�‡�•�‡�•�–���‘�•���•�…�Š�‘�‘�Ž���’�”�‘�’�‡�”�–�›���‹�ˆ�ã 
 

�x The individual’s legal guardianship rights have been terminated 
�x The individual’s presence at school is prohibited by court order or conditions of probation or 
�x The Superintendent or campus administrator determines that the individual poses a threat to student safety or is likely to 

cause a disturbance to the educational environment. 
 
In those cases, communications regarding the student will be conducted by alternate means such as telephone, mail, or electronic 
communications. Where the administration determines that a meeting is necessary, it will identify an appropriate meeting place 
where students are not present. 
 

Procedures for Use of Restraint and Time-�2�X�W�V 
�=���[�i�l�]���n�]�X�g���i�^���m�n�X�‚���g�]�g�Z�]�l�m���i�h���]�X�[�a���[�X�g�j�o�m���g�o�m�n���Z�]���n�l�X�b�h�]�\���b�h���n�a�]���o�m�]���i�^���l�]�m�n�l�X�b�h�n���X�h�\���g�o�m�n���b�h�[�e�o�\�]���X���[�X�g�j�o�m���X�\�g�b�h�b�m�n�l�X�n�i�l���i�l 
�\�]�m�b�`�h�]�]���X�h�\���X�h�s���`�]�h�]�l�X�e���i�l���m�j�]�[�b�X�e���]�\�o�[�X�n�b�i�h���j�]�l�m�i�h�h�]�e���e�b�d�]�e�s���n�i���o�m�]���l�]�m�n�l�X�b�h�n�¥���P�n�X�‚���g�]�g�Z�]�l�m���[�X�e�e�]�\���o�j�i�h���n�i���o�m�]���l�]�m�n�l�X�b�h�n���b�h an 
emergency and who have not received prior training must receive training within 30 school days following the use of restraint. 
Training must include prevention and de-escalation techniques and provide alternatives to the use of restraint. Training must also 
include instruction in current professionally accepted practices and standards regarding behavior management and the use of 
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Fireworks 
State law prohibits the discharge o�^���„�l�]�q�i�l�d�m���X�n���m�[�a�i�i�e�m�¥���=���j�]�l�m�i�h���g�X�s���h�i�n���\�b�m�[�a�X�l�`�]���i�l���b�`�h�b�n�]���„�l�]�q�i�l�d�m���q�b�n�a�b�h�����������^�]�]�n���i�^���X�h�s���F�@�A�=��
campus or facility. For any questions or concerns, please contact the Human Resources Compliance and Risk Management team at 
riskmanagementsupport@ideapublicschools.org. 
 

Weapon and Concealed Handgun Prohibition 
In alignment with Texas Penal Codes 46.03, 30.06, and 30.07, �F�@�A�=���j�l�i�a�b�Z�b�n�m���n�a�]���o�m�]���i�l���j�i�m�m�]�m�m�b�i�h���i�^���X�h�s���„�l�]�X�l�g�¨���e�i�[�X�n�b�i�h-
restricted knife, club, or other weapon while on the premises of the school, any school grounds or building in which a school activity 
is being conducted, or school transportation vehicle. 
 
 
 

GENERAL PROVISIONS RELATING TO STUDENTS 
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�Z�s���n�a�]���\�]�m�b�`�h�X�n�]�\���m�n�X�l�n���n�b�g�]���q�b�e�e���Z�]���g�X�l�d�]�\���n�X�l�\�s�¥���=���m�n�o�\�]�h�n���h�i�n���b�h���[�e�X�m�m���Z�s���n�a�]���[�X�g�j�o�m���i�‰�[�b�X�e���X�n�n�]�h�\�X�h�[�]���n�X�d�b�h�`���n�b�g�]���q�b�e�e���Z�] 
marked absent for the day. 
 
Students must leave campus immediately after school dismisses in the afternoon, unless they are involved in an activity under the 
supervision of a teacher or sponsor. If a student is involved in an after-school activity, he or she must remain in the area where the 
activity is scheduled to take place. The student may not go to another area of the school without permission from the teacher or 
sponsor overseeing the activity. 
 
During the school day, students may not loiter or stand in the halls between classes. Students must have a pass to be outside the 
classroom during class time. Failure to obtain a pass will result in disciplinary action. 
 

Textbooks and Curriculum Materials 
State-approved textbooks and additional curriculum materials are provided free of charge for each subject or class, except for dual 
credit courses. Materials must be used by students as directed by the teacher and treated with care. A student who is issued 
damaged materials should report the damage to the teacher. 
 
Students must return all textbooks and supplemental materials to the teacher at the end of the school year or when the student 
withdraws from school. Any student failing to return issued materials in an acceptable condition loses the right to free textbooks 
and educational materials until the student and/or legal guardian pay for the damages. However, a student will be provided 
textbooks and educational materials for use during the school day. IDEA may reduce or waive the payment requirement if the 
student 
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https://ideapublicschools.org/parents/uniform-guides/
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https://ideapublicschools.org/parents/cnp/
https://ideapublicschools.org/parents/cnp/


https://ideapublicschools.org/parents/transportation/
https://ideapublicschools.org/parents/transportation/
https://ideapublicschools.org/parents/transportation/
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�Q�a�]���P�n�o�\�]�h�n���?�i�\�]���i�^���?�i�h�\�o�[�n���\�i�]�m���h�i�n���\�]�„�h�]���X�e�e���n�s�j�]�m���X�h�\���X�m�j�]�[�n�m���i�^���m�n�o�\�]�h�n���Z�]�a�X�p�b�i�l�¨���X�m���F�@�A�=���g�X�s���b�g�j�i�m�]���[�X�g�j�o�m���i�l���[�e�X�m�m�l�i�i�g��
rules in addition to those found in the Student Code of Conduct. These rules may be posted in classrooms or given to the student 
and may or may not constitute violations of the Student Code of Conduct. When students participate in student activities, they will 
also be expected to follow the guidelines that further specify the organization’s expectations, student behavior, and consequences. 
 

Authority and Jurisdiction 
IDEA has disciplinary authority over a student: 
 

1. During the regular school day and/or while the student is going to and from school on IDEA transportation 
2. During open lunch periods in which a student is allowed to leave campus 
3. �B�i�l���X�h�s���]�r�j�o�e�m�b�i�h���i�‚�]�h�m�]���[�i�g�g�b�n�n�]�\���X�q�X�s���^�l�i�g���F�@�A�=���j�l�i�j�]�l�n�s���X�h�\���h�i�n���X�n���X���m�[�a�i�i�e-sponsored or school-related event, if 

the misconduct creates a substantial disruption to the educational environment 
4. �B�i�l���X�h�s���]�r�j�o�e�m�b�i�h���i�‚�]�h�m�]���[�i�g�g�b�n�n�]�\���q�a�b�e�]���i�h���F�@�A�=���j�l�i�j�]�l�n�s���i�l���q�a�b�e�]���X�n�n�]�h�\�b�h�`���X���m�[�a�i�i�e-sponsored or school-related 

activity of IDEA or of any other school in Texas 
5. For any school-related misconduct, regardless of time or location 
6. �T�a�]�h���[�l�b�g�b�h�X�e���g�b�m�[�a�b�]�^���b�m���[�i�g�g�b�n�n�]�\���i�h���i�l���i�‚���F�@�A�=���j�l�i�j�]�l�n�s���i�l���X�n���X���m�[�a�i�i�e-related event 
7. When retaliation against a student, school employee, or volunteer occurs or is threatened, regardless of time or location 
8. When the student commits any felony, including those as provided by Texas Education Code §§37.006 or 37.0081, 

regardless of time or location 
9. While a student is participating in any remote / virtual classroom or other period of online instruction provided by IDEA 
10. While the student is in attendance at any school-related event or activity, regardless of time or location, and 
11. While the student is in transit to or from school or to or from school or school-related activities or events. 

 

Reporting Crimes 
�F�h���X�\�\�b�n�b�i�h���n�i���\�b�m�[�b�j�e�b�h�X�l�s���[�i�h�m�]�k�o�]�h�[�]�m�¨���g�b�m�\�]�g�]�X�h�i�l���X�h�\���^�]�e�i�h�s���i�‚�]�h�m�]�m���[�i�g�g�b�n�n�]�\���i�h���[�X�g�j�o�m���i�l���q�a�b�e�]���X�n�n�]�h�\�b�h�`���m�[�a�i�i�e-
sponsored or school-related activities will be reported to appropriate law enforcement authorities. 
 

Standards for Student Conduct 
Each student is expected to: 
  

�x Adhere to the requirements of the Student Code of Conduct. 
�x Attend all classes, regularly and on time. 
�x Behave in a responsible manner, always exercising self-discipline. 
�x �?�i�i�j�]�l�X�n�]���q�b�n�a���X�h�\���X�m�m�b�m�n���F�@�A�=���m�n�X�‚���b�h���g�X�b�h�n�X�b�h�b�h�`���m�X�^�]�n�s�¨���i�l�\�]�l�¨���X�h�\���\�b�m�[�b�j�e�b�h�]�¥ 
�x Demonstrate courtesy, even when others do not. 
�x Meet IDEA’s standards of grooming and dress. 
�x Obey all campus and classroom rules. 
�x Prepare for each class; take appropriate materials and assignments to class. 
�x Respect the property of others, including IDEA property and facilities. 
�x �O�]�m�j�]�[�n���n�a�]���l�b�`�a�n�m���X�h�\���j�l�b�p�b�e�]�`�]�m���i�^���m�n�o�\�]�h�n�m�¨���n�]�X�[�a�]�l�m�¨���X�h�\���i�n�a�]�l���F�@�A�=���m�n�X�‚���X�h�\���p�i�e�o�h�n�]�]�l�m�¥ 

 

Discipline Management Techniques 
Disciplinary techniques are designed to improve conduct and to encourage students to adhere to their responsibilities as members 
of the school community. Disciplinary action will draw on the professional judgment of teachers and administrators and on a range 
�i�^���\�b�m�[�b�j�e�b�h�]���g�X�h�X�`�]�g�]�h�n���n�]�[�a�h�b�k�o�]�m�¥���@�b�m�[�b�j�e�b�h�]���q�b�e�e���Z�]���[�i�l�l�]�e�X�n�]�\���n�i���n�a�]���m�]�l�b�i�o�m�h�]�m�m���i�^���n�a�]���i�‚�]�h�m�]�¨���n�a�]���m�n�o�\�]�h�n�À�m���X�`�]���X�h�\���`�lade 
�e�]�p�]�e�¨���n�a�]���^�l�]�k�o�]�h�[�s���i�^���g�b�m�Z�]�a�X�p�b�i�l�¨���n�a�]���m�n�o�\�]�h�n�À�m���X�n�n�b�n�o�\�]�¨���n�a�]���]�‚�]�[�n���i�^���n�a�]���g�b�m�[�i�h�\�o�[�n���i�h���n�a�]���m�[�a�i�i�e���]�h�p�b�l�i�h�g�]�h�n�¨���X�h�\���m�n�X�nutory 
requirements. 
 
�>�]�[�X�o�m�]���i�^���n�a�]�m�]���^�X�[�n�i�l�m�¨���\�b�m�[�b�j�e�b�h�]���^�i�l���X���j�X�l�n�b�[�o�e�X�l���i�‚�]�h�m�]�¨���o�h�e�]�m�m���i�n�a�]�l�q�b�m�]���m�j�]�[�b�„�]�\���Z�s���e�X�q�¨���g�X�s���Z�l�b�h�`���b�h�n�i consideration varying 
techniques and responses. 
 
The following discipline management techniques may be used—alone or in combination—
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�x Behavioral contracts 
�x Cooling-�i�‚���n�b�g�]���i�l���¼�n�b�g�]-out” 
�x Counseling by teachers, counselors, or administrative personnel 
�x Rewards for positive behavior  

�x-

�x 
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20. �M�i�m�m�]�m�m�b�h�`���X�]�l�i�m�i�e���[�X�h�b�m�n�]�l�m���i�l���X�h�s���i�n�a�]�l���i�Z�c�]�[�n���o�m�]�\���n�i���m�]�n���i�‚���„�l�]���X�e�X�l�g�m 
21. Possessing, distributing, or displaying to others pornographic material 
22. 
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13. Gang-related activity of any kind or nature (behavior that is deemed serious gang-related activity may be elevated or 
�X�\�\�l�]�m�m�]�\���X�m���X���I�]�p�]�e���F�F�F���L�‚�]�h�m�]) 

14. Participating in “hazing” 
15. Interference with school activities or discipline 
16. Leaving the classroom, school property, or school-sponsored events without permission 
17. Possessing, viewing, or distributing pictures, text messages, emails, or other material of a sexual nature in any format 
18. Possession of stolen property 
19. 
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5. No disruptive behavior will be allowed. 
6. Unexcused absences from suspension will be referred to the principal. 
7. Sleeping is prohibited. 
8. Students must abide by IDEA’s policies and behavioral standards during their suspension period. 
9. �=���m�n�o�\�]�h�n���q�a�i���g�b�m�m�]�m���X���m�[�a�]�\�o�e�]�\���F�P�P���m�]�m�m�b�i�h���q�b�n�a�i�o�n���X���[�i�h�„�l�g�]�\���]�r�[�o�m�]���q�b�e�e���Z�]���X�m�m�b�`�h�]�\���i�h�]���\�X�s���i�o�n���i�^���m�[�a�i�i�e��

�m�o�m�j�]�h�m�b�i�h�¥���F�^���X���m�n�o�\�]�h�n���g�b�m�m�]�m���g�i�l�]���n�a�X�h���i�h�]���m�[�a�]�\�o�e�]�\���F�P�P���m�]�m�m�b�i�h���q�b�n�a�i�o�n���X���[�i�h�„�l�g�]�\���]�r�[�o�m�]�¨���a�]���i�l���m�a�]���g�X�s���Z�]��
subject to expulsion. 
 

Failure to follow these guidelines will be reported to the principal for further action, which may include up to three days of out-of-
school suspension or any other Level I consequence. 
 

Out-�‘� -̂���…�Š�‘�‘�Ž�����—�•�’�‡�•�•�‹�‘�• 
In deciding whether to order out-of-school suspension, the administrator may take into consideration factors including self-defense, 
prior discipline history, intent or lack of intent, the student’s status as a student in foster care or who is homeless, the academic 
value of in-school suspension, and other appropriate or mitigating factors determined by the administrator. 
 
In addition to the Code of Conduct violations listed above that may result in suspension, the principal or designee has authority to 

https://ideapublicschools.org/parents/transportation/
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Executive Director, Regional Superintendent or designee will notify the student and their legal guardian of the appeal decision, in 
�q�l�b�n�b�h�`�¨���q�b�n�a�b�h���„�p�]���m�[�a�i�i�e���\�X�s�m���^�i�e�e�i�q�b�h�`���n�a�]���X�j�j�]�X�e���[�i�h�^�]�l�]�h�[�]�¥ 
 

���’�’�‡�ƒ�Ž���–�‘�����—�’�‡�”�‹�•�–�‡�•�†�‡�•�– 
The student or their legal guardian may appeal the decision by the Regional Executive Director, Regional Superintendent or 
designee by notifying the Regional Executive Director, Regional Superintendent or designee in writing within seven calendar days 
of r
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�x �=�h�s���„�l�]�X�l�g���g�o�‹�]�l���i�l���„�l�]�X�l�g���m�b�e�]�h�[�]�l 
�x 
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infringes on the rights of the victim at school. Bullying also includes “cyberbullying,” which means bullying that is done through the 
use of any electronic communication device including a cellular or other type of telephone, a computer, a camera, electronic mail, 
instant messaging, text messaging, a social medial application, an Internet website, or any other Internet-based communication tool. 
Bullying conduct includes conduct (1) that occurs on or is delivered to school property or to the site of a school-sponsored or 
school-�l�]�e�X�n�]�\���X�[�n�b�p�b�n�s���i�h���i�l���i�‚���m�[�a�i�i�e���j�l�i�j�]�l�n�s�©���”���•���n�a�X�n���i�[�[�o�l�m���i�h���X���j�o�Z�e�b�[�e�s���i�l���j�l�b�p�X�n�]�e�s���i�q�h�]�\���m�[�a�i�i�e���Z�o�m���i�l���p�]�a�b�[�e�]���Z�]�b�h�`���o�m�]�\��for 
transportation of students to or from school or a school sponsored or school-�l�]�e�X�n�]�\���X�[�n�b�p�b�n�s�©���X�h�\���”���•���[�s�Z�]�l�Z�o�e�e�s�b�h�`���n�a�X�n���i�[�[�o�l�m���i�‚��
school property or outside of a school-sponsored or school-related activity if the cyberbullying (i) interferes with a student’s 
educational opportunities or (ii) substantially disrupts the orderly operation of a classroom, the school, or a school sponsored or 
school-related activity. 
 
Breach of computer security 



STUDENT HANDBOOK 2024-25 | TEXAS EDITION            68  

 
 

device (i.e., juice), regardless of whether the component, part, or accessory is sold separately from the device. The term does not 
include a prescription medical device unrelated to the cessation of smoking. 
 
Explosive weapon is any explosive or incendiary bomb, grenade, rocket, or mine that is designed, made, or adapted for the purpose 
�i�^���b�h�‡�b�[�n�b�h�`���m�]�l�b�i�o�m���Z�i�\�b�e�s���b�h�c�o�l�s�¨���\�]�X�n�a�¨���i�l���m�o�Z�m�n�X�h�n�b�X�e���j�l�i�j�]�l�n�s���\�X�g�X�`�]�¨���i�l���^�i�l���n�a�]���j�l�b�h�[�b�j�X�e���j�o�l�j�i�m�]���i�^���[�X�o�m�b�h�`���m�o�[�a���X���e�i�od report as 
to cause undue public alarm or terror, and includes a device designed, made, or adapted for delivery or shooting an explosive 
weapon. 
 
False Alarm or Report 
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Look-Alike Weapon means an item that resembles a weapon but is not intended to be used to cause serious bodily injury. 
 
Machine Gun �b�m���X�h�s���„�l�]�X�l�g���n�a�X�n���b�m���[�X�j�X�Z�e�]���i�^���m�a�i�i�n�b�h�`���g�i�l�]���n�a�X�h���n�q�i���m�a�i�n�m���X�o�n�i�g�X�n�b�[�X�e�e�s�¨���q�b�n�a�i�o�n���g�X�h�o�X�e 
reloading, by a single function of the trigger. 
 
Mandatory means that something is obligatory or required because of an authority. 
 
Online Impersonation occurs when a person, without obtaining the consent of another person and with the intent to harm, defraud, 
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hand, wrist, or arm to overcome the bias toward closure and open the knife. 
 
Terroristic Threat is a threat of violence to any person or property with intent to: 

�x �?�X�o�m�]���X���l�]�X�[�n�b�i�h���i�^���X�h�s���n�s�j�]���Z�s���X�h���i�‰�[�b�X�e���i�l���p�i�e�o�h�n�]�]�l���X�`�]�h�[�s���i�l�`�X�h�b�u�]�\���n�i���\�]�X�e���q�b�n�a���]�g�]�l�`�]�h�[�b�]�m 
�x Place any person in fear of imminent serious bodily injury 
�x Prevent or interrupt the occupation or use of a building; room, place of assembly, or place to which the public has access 
�x place of employment or occupation; aircraft, automobile, or other form of conveyance; or another public place 
�x Cause impairment or interruption of public communications, public transportation, public water, gas, or power supply or 

other public service 
�x Place the public or a substantial group of the public in fear of serious bodily injury 
�x �F�h�‡�o�]�h�[�]���n�a�]���[�i�h�\�o�[�n���i�l���X�[�n�b�p�b�n�b�]�m���i�^���X���Z�l�X�h�[�a���i�l���X�`�]�h�[�s���i�^���n�a�]���^�]�\�]�l�X�e���`�i�p�]�l�h�g�]�h�n�¨���n�a�]���m�n�X�n�]�¨���i�l���X 
�x political subdivision of the state, or a public charter school (including IDEA). 

 
�Q�b�l�]���@�]�‡�X�n�b�i�h���@�]�p�b�[�] means a device, including a caltrop or spike strip that, when driven over, impedes or stops the movement of a 
wheeled vehicle by puncturing one or more of the vehicle’s tires. 
 
�Q�b�n�e�]�������L�‚�]�h�m�]�m 
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